
Remarks by Kellie-Sue Boissonnault, Chairwoman of the Wilton Select Board, at the Opening of the 

Wilton Riverwalk Stony Brook Tail on June 13, 2021 

 

We had two national brands invest in our town. This project was totally funded by AARP and TDS 

Telecom, with no need for warrant articles or additional taxation. Thanks to the generosity of TDS 

Telecom, we have a permanent easement that allowed the construction of this urban trail. And, as 

Jennifer mentioned, we were one of two towns in the state to win an AARP Community Challenge grant. 

I have a letter here from Todd Fahey, State Director, AARP New Hampshire.   

“I am sorry that I could not join you today, but wanted to extend my sincerest congratulations on both 

envisioning and completing this outstanding project.  We, at AARP New Hampshire, are so pleased to 

have been able to provide funding for it.  The AARP Community Challenge provides small grants to fund 

quick-action projects that can help communities become more livable for people of all ages. Applications 

are accepted (and grants are made) for projects to improve public spaces, housing, transportation, civic 

engagement, coronavirus recovery, diversity and inclusion, and more.  

AARP New Hampshire is dedicated to the creation of livable communities throughout the Granite State.  

We define these as great places to live for people of all ages (whether you are 8 or 80).   AARP continues 

to support work in (and with) New Hampshire cities and towns that helps create a strong sense of place / 

community and one that makes the built environment one that is more welcoming and navigable and, 

consequently, more livable.  This project will help make Wilton more livable, more walkable and more 

age friendly.   

We are proud to have supported Wilton’s addition of a handicapped accessible walkway along the bank 

of Stony Brook.  Projects like this that celebrate and highlight New Hampshire’s beauty and natural 

resources deserve funding.  They add a dimension of livability to iconic New Hampshire towns, like 

Wilton (which is also home to 640 AARP members) and truly help make them great places for people of 

all ages. “  

Thanks to all of you.   
Best regards,  
Todd  
 

The design and construction was done by a Wilton business – Curtis Farm Landscape Construction. Matt 

Fish had a lot to do with the design and even donated rocks from his farm for the overlooks. He 

identified the foundation granite from the Stimson building shed that was demolished when TDS did 

their construction. Matt’s idea was to use that historic rock to build natural benches and plinths for art 

sculptures on the site. It was also his idea to have artists donate sculpture to be displayed here. The 

herons you see here belong to Jennifer, to give you an idea of what’s possible. And an old railroad tie 

that Matt dug up from the site got recycled into his first welding project.  

 



This wasn’t an easy site to work. It required stormwater and shoreland permits to make sure we were 

protecting the river during construction. Two run off ditches that posed risks to the river ecology were 

repaired and those locations are now overlooks that give you great  views of the river and provide 

fishing spots. The walkway behind me is made from recycled pavers that lock together and are then 

filled with crushed gravel creating a permeable surface that lets water flow through and be filtered 

before entering the river. They create a handicap-accessible pathway – something we don’t have 

enough of in downtown. 


